Gordon Rowling 
Achievements:

MacRobertson Shield team member 1956, 1969, 1974
NZ Representative matches
1956 in England
1963 in New Zealand
1969 in Australia (2)
1974 in Scotland
NZ Open Champion 1956, 1965
Runner-up 1966, 1972-74
Heenan Plate 1967
NZ Men’s Champion 1955-56, 1965, 1974
NZ Championship Doubles
1967-69 with Mrs B A Jarden
1971 with Mrs B A Jarden
NZ Best 8 winner 1965, 1971
South Island Open Champion 1949, 1963
South Island Men’s Champion 1957, 1963, 1964
South Island Doubles Champion
1957 with Mrs G D Rowling
1970 with P Rudolph
North Island Men’s Champion 1971
North Island Championship Doubles
1976 with R V Jackson
NZ Coronation Bronze Medal 1968
NZ Gold Mallet 1964
NZ Silver Mallet 1968, 1974
Overseas Events
The Croquet Association Open Championship Doubles
1974 with John Prince
The CA President’s Cup 1956 (fifth)
The CA Mixed Doubles Championship
1956 with Mrs G MacKenzie-Smart (NZ)
The CA Silver Medal 1956

Born: 5 February 1910: 	Died 1990 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Gordon Douglas Rowling played his Croquet at the small remote club of Riwaka in the Nelson Association, but this did not prevent him from winning National Titles and International Honours.

He won the NZ Open twice and was runner up four times.  While in England in 1956 with the NZ test team he won the Mixed Doubles Championship, a Silver Medal and played in the President's Cup.

Surprisingly he was not selected for the 1963 NZ MacRobertson Shield team nor the South Island Representative side, however he did fill in as a last minute replacement when England played the South Island at Nelson.  One would have expected him to be placed at number six in the team, but he played England's number two Pat Cotter.  No doubt he faced the challenge in true Rowling style, right trouser leg tucked into his sock as he played side style, cigarette in the corner of his mouth and Panama hat firmly set in place.  His was the only match the South Island side won!

In addition to winning the NZ Open in 1965 he also won the Men's Championship and the Best Eight.  He formed a strong partnership with Jean Jarden and they won the NZ Doubles title in 1967, 68, 69 and 71.  He was a member of the 1969 NZ MacRobertson test team who played in Australia where in a one day match he inflicted the only defeat Nigel Aspinall from England received throughout the tour.

1974 was one of Gordon's best seasons: he won the NZ Men's Championship and reached the Open final where he lost to Roger Murfitt in an excellent match. His shooting was outstanding and his breaks played with great precision.  As a member of the NZ MacRobertson test team he won five of his six singles matches.  In partnership with John Prince he won the British Doubles Championship.

He dearly wanted to see New Zealand win the MacRobertson Shield and gave encouragement and support to up and coming players.  At Westport in 1979, grimly ignoring the elements, he sat outside, rain dripping off his hat, watching New Zealand defeat Great Britain in the opening test match.  Those of us who knew him well were spurred on by his presence.
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Back Row: W. Ormerod (England), Stone (England), C. Watkins (N.Z.). R. Wiggins (England), G 2 (N.Z.
Solomon (England). Front Row: Mrs C. Watkins (] Myrs E. Rotherham (England). A. G. F. Ross (Captain
E. P. Cotter (Captain. England), Mrs G. McK mart (N.Z.). Mrs W. H. Kirk (N.Z.), Miss 1. Wainwright (!





